
EGLE SEPTAGE PROGRAM
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



WHO ARE WE

GO TO:

www.michigan.gov/egleseptage













STORAGE

• IS IT POSSIBLE TO STORE SEPTAGE IN AN 
UNDERGROUND TANK TO KEEP IT FROM 
FREEZING?



STORAGE

• YES, IT IS POSSIBLE TO STORE SEPTAGE IN 
PERMITTED UNDERGROUND STORAGE. THIS IS 
MICHIGAN, SO WE CAN MAKE NO GUARANTEES 
THAT IT WON’T FREEZE. THERE ARE A LOT OF 
THINGS THAT NEED TO BE CONSIDERED









STORAGE

• 10,000 gal OR LESS – NO ENGINEERED PLANS 
REQUIRED FOR ENCLOSED STORAGE

• >10,000 gal – PLANS PREPARED & STAMPED BY PE

• >$15,000 – PLANS PREPARED & STAMPED BY PE



STORAGE

• LOCAL APPROVAL (CO & TWP) IS REQUIRED BEFORE 
SEPTAGE PROGRAM’S OFFICIAL CONSIDERATION

• FAR TOO MANY VARIABLES TO LIST IN A 
POWERPOINT PRESENTATION

• DON’T BE AFRAID TO CONTACT US TO DISCUSS



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

•CAN I STORE GREASE/SEPTAGE ONSITE IN A 
STORAGE TANK SO I CAN TAKE LARGER LOADS 
TO THE RECEIVING FACILITY?



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

• GREASE = NO, GREASE IS A LIQUID INDUSTRIAL BY-
PRODUCT, REGULATED BY PART 121, AND CAN’T BE 
PUMPED, HAULED, OR STORED UNDER THE 
AUTHORITY OF PART 117



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

• SEPTAGE = YES

• FOOD ESTABLISHMENT SEPTAGE = YES



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE
• "DOMESTIC SEPTAGE" MEANS LIQUID OR SOLID MATERIAL REMOVED FROM A

SEPTIC TANK, CESSPOOL, PORTABLE TOILET, TYPE III MARINE SANITATION 
DEVICE, OR SIMILAR STORAGE OR TREATMENT WORKS THAT RECEIVES ONLY
DOMESTIC SEWAGE. DOMESTIC SEPTAGE DOES NOT INCLUDE LIQUID OR 
SOLID MATERIAL REMOVED FROM A SEPTIC TANK, CESSPOOL, OR SIMILAR 
FACILITY THAT RECEIVES EITHER COMMERCIAL WASTEWATER OR INDUSTRIAL 
WASTEWATER AND DOES NOT INCLUDE GREASE REMOVED FROM A GREASE 
INTERCEPTOR, GREASE TRAP, OR OTHER APPURTENANCE USED TO RETAIN 
GREASE OR OTHER FATTY SUBSTANCES CONTAINED IN RESTAURANT WASTE.
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SEPTIC TANK, CESSPOOL, PORTABLE TOILET, TYPE III MARINE SANITATION 
DEVICE, OR SIMILAR STORAGE OR TREATMENT WORKS THAT RECEIVES ONLY
DOMESTIC SEWAGE. DOMESTIC SEPTAGE DOES NOT INCLUDE LIQUID OR 
SOLID MATERIAL REMOVED FROM A SEPTIC TANK, CESSPOOL, OR SIMILAR 
FACILITY THAT RECEIVES EITHER COMMERCIAL WASTEWATER OR INDUSTRIAL 
WASTEWATER AND DOES NOT INCLUDE GREASE REMOVED FROM A GREASE 
INTERCEPTOR, GREASE TRAP, OR OTHER APPURTENANCE USED TO RETAIN 
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GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

• "SEPTAGE WASTE" MEANS THE FLUID MIXTURE OF UNTREATED AND 
PARTIALLY TREATED SEWAGE SOLIDS, LIQUIDS, AND SLUDGE OF 
HUMAN OR DOMESTIC ORIGIN THAT IS REMOVED FROM A 
WASTEWATER SYSTEM. SEPTAGE WASTE CONSISTS ONLY OF FOOD 
ESTABLISHMENT SEPTAGE, DOMESTIC SEPTAGE, DOMESTIC 
TREATMENT PLANT SEPTAGE, OR SANITARY SEWER CLEANOUT 
SEPTAGE, OR ANY COMBINATION OF THESE.
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GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

• "FOOD ESTABLISHMENT SEPTAGE" MEANS MATERIAL PUMPED FROM 
A GREASE INTERCEPTOR, GREASE TRAP, OR OTHER APPURTENANCE 
USED TO RETAIN GREASE OR OTHER FATTY SUBSTANCES 
CONTAINED IN RESTAURANT WASTES AND THAT IS BLENDED INTO A 
UNIFORM MIXTURE, CONSISTING OF NOT MORE THAN 1 PART OF 
THAT RESTAURANT-DERIVED MATERIAL PER 3 PARTS OF DOMESTIC 
SEPTAGE, PRIOR TO LAND APPLICATION OR DISPOSED OF AT A 
RECEIVING FACILITY.



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

• "FOOD ESTABLISHMENT SEPTAGE" MEANS MATERIAL PUMPED FROM 
A GREASE INTERCEPTOR, GREASE TRAP, OR OTHER APPURTENANCE 
USED TO RETAIN GREASE OR OTHER FATTY SUBSTANCES 
CONTAINED IN RESTAURANT WASTES AND THAT IS BLENDED INTO A 
UNIFORM MIXTURE, CONSISTING OF NOT MORE THAN 1 PART OF 
THAT RESTAURANT-DERIVED MATERIAL PER 3 PARTS OF DOMESTIC 
SEPTAGE, PRIOR TO LAND APPLICATION OR DISPOSED OF AT A 
RECEIVING FACILITY.



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

•FOOD ESTABLISHMENT SEPTAGE = SEPTAGE



GREASE HAULING & STORAGE

•FOOD ESTABLISHMENT SEPTAGE        GREASE



NEW DATABASE

•WHAT CAN WE EXPECT WITH THE NEW 
DATABASE?



NEW DATABASE

•FIRST PARTS GO LIVE BY THE END OF 2020

•MAPPING COMPONENT

•SEPTAGE HAULER ACCOUNTS

•COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS



NEW DATABASE

•NOTICE OF DUE DATES, DEADLINES, DECISIONS

•ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATIONS

•ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS / REFUNDS

•REAL TIME RECORDKEEPING



LICENSE RENEWAL

• I’M GOING TO RENEW MY LICENSE IN MARCH 
OF 2020. WHEN CAN I START EARNING CSE 
CREDITS FOR MY NEXT RENEWAL (IN MARCH 
OF 2025)?



LICENSE RENEWAL

•YOU MUST EARN 30 CREDITS IN THE 5 YEARS 
PRIOR TO YOUR RENEWAL DATE

• IN OTHER WORDS, YOU MUST EARN 30 
CREDITS BETWEEN YOUR RENEWAL DATES



LICENSE RENEWAL

•MY RENEWAL DATE IS APPROACHING AND I’M 
SHORT ON CREDITS. CAN I ADD MY WIFE’S 
CREDITS TO MINE?



LICENSE RENEWAL

•CREDITS FROM MULTIPLE RESPONSIBLE AGENTS 
ARE NOT ADDITIVE

• IF YOU DON’T HAVE 30 CREDITS, GET THEM, 
OR RE-APPY AS A NEW BUSINESS, WHICH 
ONLY REQUIRES 10 CREDITS



CSE COURSES

•A FRIEND TOLD ME ABOUT A GREAT COURSE IN 
WISCONSIN. WOULD EGLE ACCEPT CREDITS 
FROM THIS COURSE FOR RENEWAL?



CSE COURSES

•THE APPROVED COURSES ARE LISTED ON OUR 
WEBSITE

• IF YOU FIND AN INTERESTING COURSE, 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO SUBMIT TO EGLE FOR 
CSE APPROVAL



PHOSPHORUS

•EGLE SAYS MY SOIL PHOSPHORUS LEVEL IS 
GETTING CLOSE TO THE MAXIMUM AND I WILL 
HAVE TO STOP LAND APPLYING. WHAT CAN I 
DO TO REVERSE THE TREND?



PHOSPHORUS

•GROW AND HARVEST CROPS THAT UTILIZE A 
LOT OF PHOSPHORUS

•LIMIT LAND APPLICATION RATE TO THE 
PHOSPHORUS UPTAKE OF THE INTENDED CROP



PHOSPHORUS

•MY SOIL SAMPLE PHOSPHORUS LEVELS 
FLUCTUATE QUITE A BIT FROM ONE YEAR TO 
THE NEXT. WHAT’S GOING ON HERE?



PHOSPHORUS

•YOU MAY HAVE HOT SPOTS IN YOUR FIELD 
THAT YOU ARE NOT INCLUDING IN THE 
SAMPLE EVERY YEAR
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