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As we move through winter and
head to spring, I'm sure we all look
forward to some warmer weather.
Warmer weather always makes it
easier to work and to be motivated
to go out and get things done for
our business.

This winter MSTA was again
able to have our second annual
conference at Soaring Eagle Resort
and Casino and will be doing so
again next year at the same place
and time. There was plenty of time
for conversation among our industry professionals to gain ideas
and learn new tricks for doing our business in a more cost-
effective manner. It is always an honor for me to talk to people at
this conference and I listen and learn different things that go on
in different areas of our great state. This year’s conference was
very well attended with 235 people including vendor, speakers,
and some special guests. There were 163 MSTA members and
23 non-members that attended and they were able to get 13 1/2
credits over the two-day conference. Hopefully next year these
numbers will continue to grow. We had 21 vendors that provided
some great gifts for the auction at our annual banquet. Hopefully
the number of vendors will be bigger next year as well and be
able to bring and display more of their quality products. I would
like to extend a special thank you to Jeff Hammersmith from
Ashland Pump for providing a great Meet and Greet Event on
Monday night and for also using his auctioneering skills for us at
our banquet. Another big thank you goes out to Lucian Witmer,
Dervin Witmer’s son, for taking some video of speakers and for
taking many pictures throughout the two days of the conference.

Rick Throop
MSTA President

Lucian has taken the time to put these on an MSTA YouTube
channel and we will have links on the website so these can be
viewed again. This conference takes many people and lots of
work for it to be successful and I would like to thank everyone
for helping. A special thank you goes out to Karlyn Wickham,
MSTA Executive Officer and Jason Spangle, MSTA Vice
President for being leaders of this whole process.

As many of you probably already know our legislative
consultant Judy Augenstein has retired. She was with MSTA
for many years and plans on attending our April meeting to say
her farewells. MSTA has hired a new legislative consultant and
his name is Bill Lievense. Bill was able to attend our conference
and did a brief introduction of himself and gave a brief overview
of what is currently happening in Lansing. He will also have an
article in this newsletter.

Lastly, we are looking forward to our spring meeting which
will be held in Imlay City, Michigan at All American Septic
Service. I would like to thank Paul and Melissa Lawrence for
offering their facility up for this meeting. The exact agenda and
classes have not been determined yet as of the writing of this
article, however there will be credits available. I look forward to
seeing some of you there.

Thank You,
Rick Throop
MSTA President
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MSTA Spring Meeting

Where: All American Septic Service
752 N. Van Dyke Road
Imlay City, MI 48444

Date: Saturday, April 15, 2023

Time: To be determinded

MSTA Fall Meeting

Registration coming in late summer
Date: Saturday, October 14, 2023

Location: To be determined

Welcome New
MSTA Members

Christopher Guiett,

Guiett’s Portajohn Rental and Service
LLC — Alma

Casey Fiedler,

Michigan Well & Septic Inspections —
Mason

Dave Hileman,

Ray’s Septic Tank Cleaning, LLC —
Lambertville

Nick Routley,
Routleys Inc. — Big Rapids

Tyler Ellis,

Swayler Sanitation & Excavation —
Berrien Springs
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MSTA
Board of Directors

President

Rick Throop,
Woods-Utica Septic Service

Vice President

Jason Spangle,
Esch Septic Service

Secretary

Dervin Witmer,
Dig-It Excavating

Treasurer

Tom Schunk,
County Wide Septic LLC

Directors

Ryan Carey, Sodergren Septic
Casey Fiedler,
Michigan Well & Septic Inspections
Lynden Johncock,
Williams and Bay Pumping Services
Stephanie Powell,
Portable Toilet Services LLC
Randy Redmer,
Michigan Waste and Environmental
Services
Chris Sloan,
Sloan’s Septic Tank Service
Tim VanRhee,
Kerkstra Septic Tank Cleaning

Thank you to our 2022
PAC Fund Donors

(IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER)
RODRIGO MEIRELLES
DARRELL BUTLER JR.

JUDY AUGENSTEIN
LARRY AND TONI SPIES
DEREK EVENHOUSE
SCOTT EDWARDS
THOMAS AND KATHLEEN MULAR
TOM SCHUNK
MARK AND BRENDA LINDEBLAD
DONALD BOLLINGER
ART AND RHONDA GOODWIN
MARK AND JAIMI KENT
RAY DANIELS
JULIE AND DEAN KREH

We want to remind everyone that we can only make our
political efforts possible through the help of our membership
donations to the MSTA PAC fund. We hope to continue
having a prominent voice in the capital by representing our
member’s ability to effectively conduct business in the State
of Michigan.

With that being said, we would like to encourage engagement
from our general members and provide transparency to the
use of our PAC dollars. If any members have specific pain
points they feel should be communicated, we are happy

to review them at the PAC committee so we can properly
plan how to address them with legislators. Additionally,
any contributions are appreciated and begin to add up
when considering the potential scale of our association. For
example, if we have 150 of our members donate $100, we
have $15,000 of fire power to move forward our initiatives
and make sure our voice is heard in Lansing.

Please note that all PAC donations must come from personal
checks and we can’t accept checks written from business
accounts.

Best regards,

MSTA PAC Committee



Polylok 24” Rhino (10 Hole) Distribution Box

The Polylok 24" Rhino Box makes even the toughest applications a breeze with its strength
and versatility. The Rhino Box has ten potential openings making it great for any drain field
application. Polylok’s 24” stackable riser system can be used to easily bring the Rhino Box
to grade. The Rhino Box will accept 2", 3", 4” & 6" pipe. YEARS

OF INNOVATION
& DEPENDABILITY

WE ARE YOUR TRUSTED ONSITE WASTEWATER PARTNER! —

Visit our web site for our complete line of more than 200 onsite wastewater & drainage products.

www.polylok.com / 1-877-765-9565




Retrofit Parts Extend the Useful Life of Septic Tank

After pumping a 41-year-old septic tank, a pumper
had observed that there was no inlet or outlet
baffle in this old single-compartment tank. The
pumper had informed the homeowner of this
condition. The homeowner, stunned at the cost of
a new tank and possibly a new leach field, then
asked “what is my other choice?” The pumper
replied that he would not feel good about letting it
go as-is. He knew Polylok had some great retrofit
parts that just might work here. The pumper and
homeowner decided to use the much lower cost
option of extending the useful service life of both
the tank and the field.

The pumper opted to use a Polylok Extend &
Lok at both the inlet end and outlet end of the
tank. Because the inlet pipe was made of cast
iron, this made an easy decision. After breaking
off the deteriorating pieces of the cast iron pipe,
and somewhat cleaning the inside of the pipe,

the 4-inch Extend & Lok was simply hammered
inside the exposed end of the pipe. This provided
a perfect PVC 4-inch Schedule 40 pipe surface to
glue on a Polylok PL-68 “T” for an inlet baffle.

This same installation procedure was done on

the outlet side as well; the difference being that
the outlet pipe was a 4-inch Schedule 40 pipe (as
there must have been some type of previous repair

o

POLYLOK done). However, it was too close to

the inside of the tank wall to solidly glue on a “T”
or filter housing. Fortunately, the Polylok Extend
& Lok is designed for all 4-inch pipes. It was
hammered into the end of the outlet pipe to extend
it away from the inner wall. A PL-122 filter and
housing was then glued to the Extend & Lok.

The project was finished off using Polylok adapter
rings, risers to grade and covers. Typical cleaning
of this septic tank and filter was performed
approximately every three years. Polylok covers
and risers made that a simple task. The last
inspection on this tank occurred in August of
2020. Upon inspection, everything was still in
perfect working order. That was 16 years later, and
who knows how long the life of this tank and field
have been extended for?

Polylok, Inc. is an international supplier of plastic
injection-molded products for the precast, drainage
and wastewater industries. Unlike the majority

of our competitors, we design our products in-
house, and manufacture in the USA. We have

two manufacturing facilities in Connecticut, and
one in Indiana. In addition, we hold more than

75 patents and produce more than 200 different
products. We are constantly striving to develop
new and innovative products.

877-765-9565 | sales@polylok.com |

e, "“& www.polylok.com




aSIM/TECE

Toll Free: 888-999-3290 E III=.TE =

E-Mail: sales@gag-simtech.com
Website: www.simtechfilter.com
1455 Lexamar Drive, Boyne City, MI 49712 A Michigan Manufacturer

Quality Wastewater Solutions

Pressure Gravity Pump Snap-On
Filters Filters Screens Float Tree

==
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Cast Iron Safety Orifice
Septic Lids Nets Shields

Clean-out Sweeps, Sludge Samplers & More ........... .

Sim/Tech Filter offers quality products to protect onsite
systems and to make installation and maintenance more

efficient.

Visit our website for more information and to see
video demonstrations. www.simtechfilter.com




Baffled By Baffles?

BY CASEY FIEDLER, MICHIGAN WELL AND SEPTIC INSPECTIONS

Imagine what would happen if the air control tower in Detroit told pilots to land on “the runway”.
Well, Detroit has no less than 12 usable runways (if you count both directions). Some of them even
cross others. I don’t think it takes long to imagine the chaos, damage, and problems that would surely
ensue should an air control operator fail to use accurate wording (or if the runways don’t have separate
names).

So, what’s this got to do with septic? Well, there’s one particular area of our industry where lack of
clarity and definition seems to repeatedly lead to confusion. Granted, the consequences might not be
mass death, but rather simply making us all look a bit less professional than we could. That area: septic
tank baffles.

Here’s a great example... Recently I got a call from a client stating that a competitor had told her that
her “baffle” was “broken or missing”. So, I asked if she meant the interior dividing wall, or something
attached to the outlet pipe. Of course, she didn’t know. So, I called the other company for clarification,
and they couldn’t tell me either because their employee had simply written “baffle” on the notes. This
made the other company appear a little incompetent to the client and meant another service trip to
accurately identify the real issue.

So, when someone says, “septic tank baffle”, what do you think of?

No doubt, many of us think of precast wall baffles, you know... the ones that create the dividing wall

in dual-chamber concrete tanks. Some of us might be thinking of an elbow or a ‘tee’ used to stop solids
from escaping the outlet. Then again, many of you who have been around longer than I have might even
be thinking of the precast outlet baffles - those rare ones where there’s a concrete sleeve protecting the
outlet pipe which takes the place of an elbow or a tee.

It’s actually pretty fair to call all of the above example’s “baffles”. Take, for instance, the definition of a
baffle in terms of fluid dynamics being, “a device (such as a plate, wall, or screen) to deflect, check, or

regulate flow or passage (as of a fluid, light, or sound)” [source: Merriam-Webster]. So really, anything

that deflects or regulates fluid movement could be by definition a baffle.

Well, anything big and flat enough to land an airplane could be considered a runway, too, right? That’s
not helpful so airports give each runway an identifiable name in order to avoid obviously foreseeable
issues.

Naturally, you’re probably asking, “So, what’s to be done about it?”

Given that interior dividing walls on dual-compartment tanks are pretty clearly first and foremost
designed to deflect, check, and regulate the flow and passage of material I'd be brazen enough to
suggest that of all the things in a septic tank these are the most “baffle-y”. Further, in today’s septic
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industry there are a lot more things than just vented elbows and tees we can attach to outlet pipes. For
instance, I think it would be reasonable to say that an effluent filter’s job is more about filtration than
flow regulation (though I concede some argument there).

So maybe we collect all the possible outlet attachments under a clearly understood heading. I personally
like to use the term “outlet devices” in my communications for this purpose. If I report a missing

outlet device, I think we will all pretty clearly understand what tank component is being reported on as
opposed to a baffle which could be any one of a handful of different things.

Here’s how I think about it...
Baffles might include:
* Interior dividing walls on dual-chamber tanks
* Inlet baffles
Outlet devices might include:
» Tees
* Elbows
* Effluent Filters
* Precast Outlet Baffle*
Other devices fitted directly to the outlet pipe

*Notice that I did include a baffle in the “outlet devices” category. Personally, I’ve yet to find a better
way to classify or describe those old school precast outlet shrouds. For that reason I tend to retain
the use of the word baffle but I would report it as an outlet device, for sake of clarity in my own
communication.

There’s also a strong argument to be made for the use of the name “inlet baffle”. An inlet device used
to divert and control the water stream from the source could very accurately be called a baffle. But, for
the sake of clarity, maybe we can specify further what we’re talking about with the word “inlet” to shed
light on which particular tank component we’re talking about. Since inlet baffles are almost exclusively
a PVC drop tee, we can probably get away with this for now though it might be prudent to start to
consider creating the “inlet device” category as well.

At the end of the day, when modern septic tanks feature inlet baffles, wall baffles, and outlet baffles, it
seems it might be time to become more precise with our language as an industry. While we may not all
use the exact same wording, I’d encourage us all to work toward more precise language as an industry
to elevate and improve ourselves, our companies, and our organization.



B 20 T
THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO CHOOSE

™4 POLYJOHN

~_ there when you need us
Y

\w
»b yy FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

THE MOST EXPERIENCED SALES &
CUSTOMER SERVICE TEAMS

ACCESSIBLE REPLACEMENT PARTS
BEST WARRANTY IN THE INDUSTRY

PROVEN PRODUCT DURABILITY

Everything YOU need to KNOW
when they need to go!

JohnTalk.com DUWNLUAD UUR GU"]ES

PJProductGuide.com | PJBuyersGuide.com

2500 GASPAR AVE., WHITING, IN 46394

POLYJOHN.COM | 800.292.1305




IT'S TIME TO SWITCH TO IMPERIAL

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE -FROM
SLIDE INS TO DOT UNITS - WE BUILD IT ALL:

At IMPERIAL INDUSTRIES, we have been going the extra
mile desighing and manufacturing specialized
commercial sanitation tanks for more than 40 years -
constantly evolving to meet the changing needs of your
industry. It is our mission to provide you, our valued
customers, with dependability for the road ahead.

Tanks available in your choice of metal - steel, aluminum
or stainless steel.

Better efficiency means bigger profits...let us
help you get the results you want!

1-800-538-2943
IMPERIALIND.COM
SEPTICTRUCKCENTER.COM
SALESINFO@IMPERIALIND.COM

. fOa¥in
II ) IMPERIAL

l /7 INDUSTRIES inc
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michigan septic tank association

The 2" MSTA Annual Conference
was a HUGE SUCCESS!
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MILAN

SUPPLY COMPANY

GRAYLING 989-348-8832
HOWELL 517-552-1702
INDIAN RIVER 231-238-9200
MT. PLEASANT 989-773-9938
TRAVERSE CITY 231-276-9282

RESIDENTIAL HIGH STRENGTH WASTEWATER
& COMMERCIAL TREATMENT CONTROLS

PUMP GRINDER ACCESSORIES
PACKAGES PACKAGES

uuuuém EIjen ’;b Myers’ @renco‘ MilanSupply.com
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SepticSmart Materials are available to download
and print for FREE

There are challenges across the country due to improperly maintained or failing bbb

septic systems for many homeowners, local environmental groups, county septlcsmar
health departments and local governments. EPA’s SepticSmart program aims Ty Tr—T—r—
to provide materials and resources to increase homeowner education on septic s g ot e

systems and promote awareness in caring for them.
oo
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SepticSmart education materials are targeted to homeowners but for use by
anyone! These online resources may be downloaded, printed and shared as
needed. Many of the materials are available in both English and Spanish and in
some cases may be personalized by a business or local government.

Go to www.epa.gov/septic for more information about SepticSmart Week and
materials you can use to help educate your customers.

SAVE THE DATE! SEPA

SepticSmart Week
2023

September 18-22, 2023

We Make Portable Sanitation
Smell Good!

AVIATION « WASTEWATER - CHARTER BUS
SEPTIC MAINTENANCE - RV - MARINE

Get Ready For
SepticSmart Week!

EPA’s annual event,
centered on encouraging
homeowners and
communities to care for
and maintain their
septic systems.

For more information, visit
Www.epa.gov/septic

www.centurychemical.com

(KCENTRY  BioTab  ®oor
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SUPPLY, INC.

www.gentrysupply.com

Michigan'’s \
Underground \,_ \
Contractors

A.Y. McDonald Water Service Fittings
Rhombus High Water Alarms
Advanced Drainage System
Galvanized Culvert
Septic Risers & Lids
Bull Run Valves

DEWALT Tools
SCH 40 - SDR 35 - PVC Pipe

INFII:I{I:I‘OR Mvers l-'lhﬂl'tv PII'I'I'IIIS' “ EZ

by INFILTRJ\TOR

water technologies

Call the location nearest you today!

Holland Kalamazoo Lansing
2096 112th Avenue 3737 Lake Street 3430 Old Lansing Road
Holland, MI 49424 Kalamazoo, Ml 49048 Lansing, Ml 48917
Phone: (616) 392-1535 Phone: (269) 226-0500 Phone: (517) 371-6911
Or (800) 458-1858 Or (800) 591-8161 Or (800) 250-8533
Fax: (616) 392-6523 Fax: (269) 226-0503 Fax: (517) 371-5302
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MSTA Member Spotlight

Raymond Daniels

Daniels Septic Service

4350 Knight Knight Rd
Sterling, Michigan 48659
www.danielssepticservice.com

Ray Daniels is the owner of Daniels Septic
Service which was founded in 1965. Ray is

a past MSTA Board Member and has been a
member of MSTA since the 1990’s. Daniels
Septic Service has 2 full-time employees, 4
part-time employees and 3 full-time seasonal
employees. Daniels Septic Service specialties
include septic tank cleaning, portable toilet
rentals, drain cleaning and thawing lines.

Daniels Septic Service started in 1965 by Ray’s
cousin. Ray and his wife purchased it in 1977
for $12,000. He was 21yrs old at that time. The
price to pump a septic tank was $35.00. The
business consisted of a 1200 gallon single axle
vacuum truck with a Surge SP-22 vacuum
pump. These pumps were better known for milking cows. The pump was powered by a 10 hp Briggs
& Stratton gas motor that was started by wrapping a
rope around the fly-wheel to start it. They eventually
replaced that motor with an electric start gas motor.
Ray thought they were really making strides and
eventually went to a cable operated pto, then an air
s Bl control, then electric pto and now what is called a

I Hotshot pto. They bought their 1st real vacuum pump
in the early 80’s. He believes it was a MEC 5000
that was purchased from Bruce who owned National
Vacuum at that time. Bruce actually installed the pump
for him at a small workshop in Traverse City. It’s hard
to picture that tiny little shop compared to what NVE
has become today. Daniels Septic Service eventually
went to a liquid cooled pump and then to a Blower,

DANIELS - DANIELS

SEPTIC SERVICE

(continued on page 17)



A business brokerage firm specializing in
the Septic Pumping & Portable Restroom

Golden Circle Advisors industries since 2015.

Commute Before Selling

A % -—._,,."\_'r .
T Lo P »

Realize your dream by selling your b

ZRAYERSE ciTy Our Services Include:
urtis D. Kuttnauer

(231) 922-9380 ® Selling a Business
curtis@teamgca.com Buying 2 Business
Business Auctions

e
PLYMOUTH ()
* Valuation Services
e
e

Fred G. Manuel
(734) 320-6667

fred@teamgca.com Financing Services

M & A Advisory

www.goldencircleadvisors.com
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MSTA Member Spotlight Continued

all from NVE. They started a portable toilet business in 1983 by purchasing 8 Porta Jon’s from Poly-
portables in Georgia. The founder, George Harding came to Ray’s house and helped him assemble
them.

Lots of positive things have happened over the years. When the Guidance Manual for Land Application
was printed after part 117 came into law, Jeff Caskey, Jack Flynn, Joe Hall, Jim Houdek and Ray spent
a lot of time working with the DEQ at that time on proper ways to land apply septage. For their efforts
they were all listed in the Guidance Manual under Acknowledgements. In the mid 2000’s Ray was
contacted by Pumper Magazine and asked to write an article on Land Application costs and benefits
and then his company was featured in the same magazine in May of 2019.

According to Ray......."One of the best things about owning your own business is the people you meet.
You have many customers that become friends and you have the people in the industry that become
lifelong friends. I've met many innovators
throughout the years. Bruce from NVE and
George Harding from Poly-Portables were
certainly at the top of the list and both would
be considered pioneers when it comes to the
future of equipment for our industry. When

it comes to MSTA , I've met so many people
over the years but the top belongs to Mark
Scott. Mark was so instrumental in moving
our industry forward by education in the early
2000’s and for many years after.”

Our son, Bryan Daniels, is currently in the
process of taking over our business.

GREY WATER
SOLUTION

A PUMP FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

@ e




count on

Geweral Agency Company MNNEMC

Insurance Since 1915 INSURANCE

Knowledgeable. Committed. Trusted.

General Agency Company understands the need
for timely service and sensitivity to local concerns.

That’s why EMC Insurance Companies offers the Michigan
Septic Tank Association (MSTA) Insurance Program to our
customers through the General Agency Company.

« SEPTIC SEWEE}pN_\E\\h
SERVICE

Property « General Liability « Workers’ Compensation
Commercial Auto « Inland Marine « Life « Safety Consulting
Group Health Benefits « Risk Management Services

Group insurance coverage endorsed by: /\/\ -|_

michigan septic tank association

Mick P. Natzel Jr. - 989-817-4257 « mpnatzel@ga-ins.com

General Agency Company - 525 East Broadway Street « Mount Pleasant, Ml 48858
Phone: 800-589-6982 . 989-773-6981 - Fax: 989-772-1855



MSTA Legislative Assistant Judy Augenstein Retires
Board Hires Bill Lievense As Replacement

After more than two decades of dedicated service to
MSTA, legislative assistant Judy Augenstein announced her
retirement at the end of 2022. Since 1999, Judy provided
professional representation for MSTA before the legislative
and executive branches of government in Michigan. Judy
was a well-respected member of the lobbying community in
Lansing known for her high level of honesty, integrity and
tenacity in representing her clients.

At Judy’s recommendation, MSTA hired her longtime
colleague William (Bill) Lievense as MSTA’s new legislative
assistant. Bill is the founder and principal of Capitol

Group Government & Public Affairs consultants. Prior

to establishing Capitol Group, Bill served as a corporate
attorney and manager of state government affairs for
Amway Corporation. He also directed Midwest government
and public affairs for Scott Paper Company based in
Michigan.

Bill grew up in Holland, Michigan where his family owned
and operated a general insurance agency. He received

his Bachelor of Arts from Ohio Wesleyan University and Juris Doctor from Case Western Reserve
University. After working for Amway and Scott Paper, he founded Capitol Group Consultants.

Capitol Group provides legislative & regulatory advocacy services to a select group of companies and
trade associations. Areas of special expertise include managing complex environmental (air, water,
solid waste) and energy issues.

Bill is actively engaged with multiple state and local trade associations including several local chambers
of commerce around the state. Bill is a member of the State Bar of Michigan and is a registered
lobbyist agent in the State of Michigan.



Legislative Report
by Bill Lievense, Capitol Group Consultants LL.C

The new 2023-2024 Michigan legislative session convened on January 11, 2023. All bills pending in the prior
2021-2022 session died at the end of last year. In the House, Democrats have a 56-54 majority. In the Senate,
Democrats have a 20-18 majority. While a significant victory for Democrats in the November 2022 election,
their majority is very slim in both chambers. This means there could be issues where individual Democrat
members do not fall in line with their caucus’ position leaving Republicans with some political leverage.

Democrat leadership, along with the Governor, set some of their priorities for the upcoming year and have
introduced legislation to implement them. They include: 1.) Eliminating Michigan’s income tax on pensions,
2.) Repealing Michigan’s 1931 anti-abortion law, 3.) Increasing the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for
low-income households., 4.) Expanding LGBTQ rights, 5.) Repealing Michigan’s “Right To Work™ law and 6.)
Re-enacting Michigan’s “Prevailing Wage” law, 7.) Enact Gun Safety Laws.

Governor Gretchen Whitmer delivered her 5th State of the State address to a joint convention of the Michigan
House and Senate on Wednesday evening, January 25th. Highlights of the speech include the following
subject areas and proposals:

MAKE IT IN MICHIGAN

Sustainable funding for economic development including Strategic Outreach & Attraction Reserve Fund
(SOAR)

Growing Talent

Reduce Age For Michigan Reconnect Program from 25 to 21

GET KIDS BACK ON TRACK

Invest In One-On-One Tutoring To Catch Kids Up From Covid Learning Loss
PUBLIC SAFETY AND GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Universal Background Check

Gun Safe Storage Law

Extreme Risk Protection Orders

COPYRIGHT 2023 CAPITOL GROUP CONSULTANTS LLC (continued on page 21)
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LOWER MICHIGAN COSTS
Repeal Income Tax On Pensions (“Retirement Tax™) -- Unspecified Scope
Increase Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for low-income households.

Free Pre-Kindergarten For All 4 Year Olds

PROTECT FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS
Repeal Michigan’s 1931 Abortion Ban Law
Expand LGBTQ Protections Under Michigan’s Civil Rights Law (Elliott Larsen Act)

A bill (SB 7) that was supposed to simply close the books on FY 2021-2022 for $146.3 million turned into a
bill with an additional $946 million in community and economic development appropriations. An incentive
for an Upper Peninsula paper mill was $200 million in addition to $150 million for affordable housing gap
financing, $150 million into the Strategic Outreach & Reserve (SOAR) fund, $100 million for community
revitalization & placemaking grants, $75 million for blight elimination and $75 million for small business
smart zones.

Under a law increasing the gas tax passed in in 2015, a “trigger” was inserted to automatically reduce the
Michigan income tax if annual general Fund revenue is 40% higher than a prior year after inflation. State
officials anticipate the trigger to be activated when they announce the final numbers for Fiscal 2022 versus
2021 in March. This would result in a reduction of the state income tax rate from 4.25% to 4.05% this year at
a cost of approximately $600 million unless the legislature intervenes and redirects the General Fund money
or amends the law. At this writing, several maneuvers are in process by the Democrat majority to avoid the
trigger from being activated, including providing a $180 per family tax rebate.

The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) approved Consumers Energy’s request for a general

rate increase for its electric customers effective January 20, 2023. Consumers had requested an increase

of $293.5M. The MPSC reduced the increase to $155M under the terms of a settlement agreement. On
February 10. 2023 DTE Energy filed a new general rate case seeking an increase in electric utility rates after
receiving a smaller than requested increase from the Michigan Public Service Commission last November.
Rate cases must be decided within 10 months of the date of filing.

The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) announced it is seeking proposals from qualified firms
to conduct a feasibility study on nuclear power generation in Michigan. The study must contain evaluations,
conclusions and recommendations on design characteristics, environmental & ecological impacts, land &
siting criteria, engineering & cost-related criteria and small cell nuclear reactor capability.

COPYRIGHT 2023 CAPITOL GROUP CONSULTANTS LLC (continued on page 22)
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On January 26, 2023 the Michigan Court of Appeals reversed the Court of Claims and affirmed the
legislature’s ability to “adopt & amend” two 2018 ballot proposals which would have imposed onerous
minimum wage and mandated employee sick leave requirements on all employers. The ruling permits the
existing amended law to remain in place for now. This matter has been appealed to the Michigan Supreme
Court for final adjudication.

Senator McCann has introduced legislation (SB 14) to amend the Michigan’s administrative Procedures Act
to reverse the statutory limit on administrative rules to “no stricter than federal” requirements. The limit was
enacted during the Snyder administration to keep Michigan competitive with other states by not exceeding
federal minimum requirements which most states generally follow.

On February 8, 2023 Governor Gretchen Whitmer released a proposed FY 2024 budget totaling $79 billion
which includes spending most of the current $8-9 billion surplus.

Key areas of increased spending include significant increases in K-12 Education, higher education &
workforce development, public health, public safety, rebuilding infrastructure, housing, parks & recreation,
agriculture, the environment and clean energy. Items of interest to the business community include:

WORKFORCE TRAINING:

$35M additional for “Going Pro” Talent Fund

$140M to expand Michigan Reconnect from Age 25+ to Age 21+

$75M for Reconnect Bachelor’s Degree Pathway program affordability grants (Covid disruption)
$20M Talent Retention & Expansion for customized solutions for talent gaps in industries

$35M for Retraining & Retooling Fund for small manufacturer workforce needs.
ENVIRONMENT:

$6.6M for environmental permitting improvements

$680M to increase water discharge permitting capacity.

$289.5M for water infrastructure projects

$100M for environmental justice projects (one-time general fund) to remediate and redevelop contaminated
sites and expand air pollution controls in historically disadvantaged and underrepresented communities.

$40M for creating renewable ready communities (one-time general fund) to provide grants to local
communities for the creation of renewable energy facilities at a regional scale.

$40M for creating renewable ready communities (one-time general fund) to provide grants to local
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communities for the creation of renewable energy facilities at a regional scale.

$25M for restoring Michigan’s waterways (one-time general fund) to provide grants for the removal of dams
that are not essential to the containment of invasive species or are not necessary for power generation and
community safety.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:
$500M deposit into SOAR fund if corporate income tax revenues exceed $1.3B

$200 million for the Michigan Regional Empowerment Program (general fund) to support the growth,
development, diversification, and resiliency of regional economies through a competitive grant program to
implement transformative regional economic development projects.

150 million for Insulin Affordability and Manufacturing Attraction (general fund) for efforts aimed at
attracting and establishing a Michigan-based manufacturing facility that will create new high-skill, high-
demand jobs, while also producing lower-cost biosimilar insulin or other insulin products.

$135 million for the Michigan Main Street Initiative (federal funds) in a fiscal year 2023 supplemental, to
provide supports to start, grow, and expand small and micro businesses.

$75 million provided for small business smart zones and business accelerators.

$100 million for the Community Downtown Economic Development Program (general fund) to support
competitive grants for community development and placemaking efforts in downtown areas both large and
small across the state.

$65 million for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (federal funds) in a fiscal year 2023 supplemental
to invest in electric vehicle charging infrastructure, including the deployment of fast chargers, addressing
medium and heavy-duty vehicle charging needs, and residential chargers.

$10 million for Outdoor Recreation Business Development (general fund) to support outdoor recreation
businesses, including outdoor retailers, supply base companies, and outdoor recreation service providers
across the state.

$15 million for Pure Michigan
$10 million for Special Events and National Convention Attraction

$5 million for the Michigan Defense Center (general fund) to protect and grow the defense and homeland
security industry in Michigan.

$2 million for the Arsenal of Innovation Fund (general fund) to expand research and development around
mobility in the defense industry and support innovation of new mobility-defense technologies, the testing of
new defense focused applications for mobility based technologies, or new defense systems that will support
the future of mobility and electrification.
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ENERGY:

$200M for a Clean Energy Supply Chain Tax Credit

$65M for EV charging infrastructure

$2,400 Electric vehicle sales tax exemption on first $40,000 of vehicle cost

$212 million for residential energy efficiency improvements (federal funds) through point-of-sale rebates for
home appliances, water heaters, home heating and cooling systems, and thermal envelope improvements such
as improved insulation and installation of efficient windows.

$45 million for the Michigan Clean Fleet Initiative (federal funds) to provide grants to counties,
municipalities, airports, and regional transportation authorities for the conversion of their fleet operations to
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions.

$10M to transition state fleet to electric vehicles.

$43 million for energy grid resiliency ($5.6 million general fund; $37.4 federal funds) to implement a
program to harden Michigan’s energy grid against natural disasters.

$65M to expand EV charge infrastructure networks and access.
EDUCATION:

5% Increase in university base funding

4% increase in community college base funding

Universal Pre-K for all 4-year-olds

$614M to Increase per pupil K-12 funding 5% to $9,608.

$160M free breakfast & lunch for all Michigan public school students
$318M school safety program

$442M for literacy grants/coaches

$300M for tutoring for MI Kids Back on Track program

$120M for educator support & professional development
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INFRASTRUCTURE:
$350M reserve for leveraging infrastructure dollars.
$200M for Michigan Bridge Bundling Program

$160M for Intermodal Capital Investment Grants to support investments in rail, marine, intercity and local
transit infrastructure that have potential to leverage federal funding.

$41.2M for modernization of state IT systems

The budget provides for a $200 million deposit into the state’s Budget Stabilization (“rainy day”’) Fund which
will approach nearly $2 billion in 2024.
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Announcing our new MSTA Facebook

Page and YouTube Channel

We now have an MSTA Facebook Page, Instagram Page and YouTube Channel. These social media platforms will be
your access to industry resources and event information for MSTA Members and the public. See below how you can
access and subscribe to these.

Instagram Page: Search for Michigan Septic Tank Association and Click FOLLOW.

Facebook Page: If you have a Facebook account, search Michigan Septic Tank Association and be sure to LIKE the page.
We will be posting links and resources for our members and the public. G g
YouTube Channel: From the Facebook Page you can scroll through the posts to find where you
can click on the link to subscribe to our YouTube Channel. You can also go to YouTube.com or
your YouTube App and search Michigan Septic Tank Association. Highlights of the 2023 MSTA
Annual Conference and speaker presentations are loaded to this channel.

Mark Your Calendar

34 MSTA Annual Conference

February 12-14, 2024
Soaring Eagle Resort — Mt. Pleasant, MI

If you have presentation ideas and speakers,
email Karlyn at executiveofficer@msta.biz

If you would like to exhibit, email Karlyn at
executiveofficer@msta.biz




WWWw.msta.org

- HOW TO LOG IN TO YOUR
~ PERSONAL PORTAL OF THE
MSTA WEBSITE

A, 1. Log into your account on
Y www.msta.biz
Karlyn Wickham
MSTA Executive Officer 1f you do not remember your username

Jor password, click on “ Forgot
Your Password? ““ on the MSTA Homepage. You will receive
an automatic email with instructions to get your username /
password. Follow the instructions on this email to log in.

GETTING YOUR CSE CREDITS OFF FROM THE MSTA
WEBSITE

As you already know, we have a new website and database
system to track your membership and CSE credits. The old
website contained all your CSE Credits prior to August of 2017.
If you don’t have records of your credits prior to August 2017,
you will not be able to get them by logging onto the website.
Instead you will have to send an email to the address below to
request a report of those.

The new website contains your CSE Credits from August 2017
through now. To get a record of the credits you received from the
Fall 2017 meeting or the 2018 Michigan Onsite WW Conference,
follow the steps below:

1. Log into your account on www.msta.biz If you do not
remember your username /or password, click on

“ Forgot Your Password? “ on the MSTA Homepage. You
will receive an automatic email with instructions to get your
username / password.

2. Once you are logged in, go to “My Membership Information”
3. Click on the “other information” tab
4. Click on “Prior Event Registrations”

5. Find the class you just attended and click on the symbol with
the checkmark inside the square

6. A copy of your transcript will appear showing the credits you
earned by going to the meeting

7. Print this page and keep it for your records to be turned into
the DEQ when you renew your license.

HOW TO NAVIGATE THE MSTA WEBSITE

Please save these instructions for future use. Please also save
your username and password somewhere safe as well so

that you can log onto the MSTA website again. By the way,
your username and password can be changed to something you
remember more easily by clicking on “Member Information

/ change username and password” (right next to the “other
information” tab).

CHANGING CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR
MEMBERSHIP

1. Log into your account on www.msta.biz If you do not
remember your username /or password, click on

“ Forgot Your Password? *“ on the MSTA Homepage. You will
receive an automatic email with instructions to

get your username / password.

2. Once you are logged in, go to “My Membership Information”
3. Click on the “Membership Information” tab

4. Click on “change contact / profile”

5. Change your profile information

6. BE SURE TO PRESS SUBMIT AT THE BOTTOM OF THE
PAGE

ADDING EMPLOYEES OR ADDITIONAL PEOPLE TO
YOUR MEMBERSHIP

1. Log into your account on www.msta.biz If you do not
remember your username /or password, click on

“ Forgot Your Password? “ on the MSTA Homepage. You will
receive an automatic email with instructions to

get your username / password.

2. Once you are logged in, go to “My Membership Information”
3. Click on the “Membership Information” tab

4. Click on “additional individuals attached to this membership”
5. Click on “add an additional member”

6. Fill out the information about this member

7. Do this for every person you would like to add to your
membership
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National Vacuum Equipment

WE HAVE A

Part of the Atlas Copco Group

BLOWER FOR

ALL YOUR NEEDS

B500 VACUUM BLOWER | MAX PAK

e B500 high vacuum tri- e Flows up to 431 CFM
lobe blower with 4-way
vacuum/pressure
change over valve

s Approximate weight
760 Ibs

Oil-less operation e Designed, built, and

supported in the USA

e Exhaust air silencer

Ballast air silencer

¢ 1:2 speed increasing
right angle gearbox

Blower flush kit

e Pressure relief valves

43 SERIES VACUUM BLOWERS | PRO PAK

4307 or 4310 high
vacuum tri-lobe blower
with 4-way vacuum/
pressure change over
valve

Oil-less operation
Improved slim design

3/8"“ powder coat
painted frame

Stainless steel cabinet

Easily accessible service
points

Blower flush kit
Internal ballast cooling

Ballast check valve for
pressure operation

500 series right angle 1:2
ratio gearbox

560 - 940 CFM

Approximate weight
1090 Ibs

Designed, built, and
supported in the USA

Challenger ez

VACUUM PUMPS & BLOWERS MADE IN THE USA

Designed. Built. Supported in The USA.

800-253-5500 | www.natvac.com
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