
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA – (6 CSEs total) 
8:30am – 9:00am Registration, CSE Sign-In* and Networking 
 

9:00am – 10:00am Welcome and MSTA Board Meeting  
 

10:00am – 11:00am Injury Costs You Can't See: The Value of Return-to-Work Programs 
Chris Burke, Continental Western Group 
While medical expenses and indemnity payments are easy to measure, many of the largest costs associated 
with workplace injuries remain hidden. Participants will discover how return-to-work programs help mitigate 
these unseen expenses while fostering a safer, more productive workplace culture. 

 

11:00am – 12:00pm From Board Interest to Implementation: Lessons from Developing a Local Septic Program 
Russell Carter, Grand Traverse County Health Department 
Mike Lahey, Grand Traverse County Health Department 
Brent Wheat, Grand Traverse County Health Department 
Developing and implementing a local septic ordinance takes more than drafting language - it requires 
coordination, planning, communication, and collaboration. This presentation will share firsthand lessons from 
the development and first 10 months of implementing a local septic program, including how the initiative 
grew from Board interest, the formation of an ad hoc committee, and the eventual adoption of the 
regulation. The discussion will explore the transition from policy development to program implementation, 
challenges encountered along the way, and practical lessons learned that communities and industry 
professionals can consider when developing and implementing a similar program. 

 

12:00pm – 1:00pm Lunch and Networking 
 

1:00pm – 2:00pm Understanding Foaming in Relationship to Vacuum 
Mike Chouinard, National Vacuum Equipment 
Foaming can create a number of challenges during septic tank pumping, including triggering automatic 
shutoff systems prematurely, reducing the actual gallons of septage collected per load, increasing the risk of 
moisture or foam entering the vacuum system, and making tank level readings less accurate. This 
presentation will explore the relationship between foaming and vacuum systems, along with practical ways to 
identify and combat foaming. Attendees will gain a better understanding of the causes and impacts of 
foaming through a combination of presentation and live tabletop demonstration. 

 

2:00pm – 3:00pm Site Visit and Tour of National Vacuum Equipment 
   *Address: 2707 Aero Park Drive (walk across the street)  

 
3:00pm  Event Concludes, Sign-Out* for CSE Credits 
 
 

- *Signature required at start of the day and end of the day after the tour for credit.  
- You must attend the entire day to receive all credit, including the MSTA Board Meeting. No partial credit will be given. 
- Note: agenda speakers, title and timing subject to change. 

2026 MSTA FALL Meeting 

Saturday, October 17, 2026 
Location: National Vacuum Equipment 

2670 Aero Park Drive; Traverse City, MI 49686 

Thank you to our event host:  


