
Fall 2019

SAVE THE DATE!
SepticSmart Week 2019

September 16–20, 2019    

Start early!
SepticSmart Week is an annual 
event focused on educating 
homeowners and communities on the 
proper care and maintenance of their 
septic systems.

Visit www.epa.gov/septic for more resources 
and information about SepticSmart Week 2019.
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A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Program

TM

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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SepticSmart Week is September 16-20, 2019
EPA’s SepticSmart Program educates homeowners about proper septic system care 
and maintenance all year long. In addition, it serves as an online resource for industry 
practitioners, local governments, and community organizations, providing access to 
tools to educate clients and residents.  Did you know that SepticSmart Week takes place 
September 16-20, 2019?  You can do your part to help educate the public on proper septic 
care with door hangers, mail inserts, postcards and more.  

To get mail inserts and postcards to hand out to your customers, go to the MSTA 
website at www.msta.biz and click on RESOURCES at the top and then click on 
PROMOTE A CLEAN SEPTIC SYSTEM.  

Thank you in advance for promoting SepticSmart Week 2019 by educating the public 
about the importance of our industry!
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Email classified ads to 
jkreh@hotmail.com

Cost $20/ad and $20/photo. 
40 word limit.

MSTA editor reserves the right not to 
advertise certain items

YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD 

COULD BE HERE!

 

 

Fall Board Meeting and Educational Classes 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 

9:00am – 3:00pm (time is tentative) 
Mount Pleasant, MI 

 
Please consider joining us for the MSTA Fall Meeting on Saturday, October 19 in Mount Pleasant, hosted by 
General Insurance Agency.  Coffee, Donuts and Networking starts at 9:00am with the business meeting to 
follow from 9:30am to 11:30am. 
 
The 6th Annual Chili Cookoff will begin at 11:30pm.  We encourage you bring your best pot of chili to be shared 
and used in the competition against others who think their chili is the best too.  Who said a little friendly 
competition isn’t fun? Be sure to sign up for this competition when signing up for the meeting or call Karlyn 
Wickham at 989-808-8648. 
 
The educational classes will begin following lunch. An agenda will be emailed as soon as it becomes available, 
as well as be on the EGLE (Formally MDEQ) website. The number of CSE’s you will receive is dependent  on 
the agenda and State of Michigan approval.  
 
Registration information will be sent to you via email very soon as well as on the MSTA Website at 
www.msta.biz. If you don’t get an email, but want to sign up please contact Karlyn Wickham at 989-808-8648.  
The price for members is FREE. The price for non-members is $100. 
 
 
Please mark this on your calendars and plan for a day of networking, education and good food! 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Hello to all,

I would like to first thank everyone for the kind words and support 
after my father’s passing. This was very sudden and during my 
mother’s sickness.  My dad passed on July 4th, at home, just the 
way he would have wanted to. He was 86 years old and had a very 
full life. He will be missed by all of his family and friends.  

On to the business at hand.  Hard to believe we are looking at the 
fall season. I hope you all had a good summer and the chance to 

enjoy the many things to do in Michigan during the summer time. I did get a chance to spend a 
little time in the U.P. again and as always enjoy camping and hiking up there.

MSTA is in the process of planning the fall meeting and the next year’s Michigan Onsite 
Wastewater Conference. We are also looking into some support advertising to promote Septic 
Smart Week which the state is promoting for septic tank awareness.  We are looking to do 
billboard type advertising throughout the state. Look for us when you are driving down 
your side of the state. We are hoping this will boost the awareness of septic system care and 
maintenance.  I also would like to do advertising like this in the future to promote the portable 
restroom businesses in our association.  So if you have an idea on how to do this, pass on your 
idea to one of us.   We would appreciate it.

I would like to take this time to ask for your support to the MSTA Pac Fund.  The “sanitary 
code” issue is being tossed around the capital again. As always, Judy Augenstein, our 
Legislative Consultant, is being approached often to support a Senator or Representative. Judy 
is very good at weeding out the congressman we should support and the ones we should not. So 
if you could write a personal check to “MSTA Pac Fund” it will be used for legislative issues 
that only pertain to our industry.  Thank you.

Have a great fall season and hope to see you all at our Fall meeting in Mt. Pleasant.

Submitted by:
Dave W. Snyder (MSTA President)

Board of Directors 
President  

DAVE  W. SNYDER  
West MI Septic, Sewer  
and Drain Service Inc 
2542 S Getty Street 
Muskegon MI 49444 
Phone: 231.739.7423 
Fax: 231.739.8036 
Email: wmssd@aol.com 
 
 
Vice President 

JOE HALL 
Hall’s Serv-All 
10427 Leer Rd.  
Posen, MI  49776 
Phone: 989.379.3054 
Fax: 989.379.2607 
Email: hallsservall@yahoo.com 
 
 
Secretary  

JASON SPANGLE
Esch's Septic Service Inc. 
751 N Mt Tom Rd 
Mio, MI  48647 
Phone: 989.848.2391 
Email: eschsepticllc@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer  

RIC THROOP 
Woods-Utica Septic Service 
68730 Campground Rd 
Romeo, MI 48095 
Phone: 586.752.2960 
Fax: 586.752.0032 
Email: hrt01@hotmail.com 
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Engineered For Performance

The EZsnap riser is designed 
to create an easy-to-assemble 
watertight riser system for septic 
tanks, pump tanks, and cisterns. 

The EZsnap Riser features click 
and lock technology eliminating the 
need for assembly tools, sealant/
caulk, screws and hardware. The 
24” diameter EZsnap Riser will 
be available in 2”, 6” and 12” tall 
sections that nest together making 
for efficient storage and shipping. 

SNAP

Quick4 Standard 
Chamber

Fast & Easy 
Installation
Chamber systems are 
easy to install. Engineered for strength and performance, 
they have greater design flexibility including a smaller 
footprint as 
compared with stone and 
pipe, and are made from 
recycled materials. 

Synthetic 
Aggregate 

Clean & Free  
of Fines
EZflow is an 
environmentally friendly replacement to 
traditional stone and pipe drainfields using 
an engineered geosynthetic aggregate 
modular design. Designed to improve 
drainfield performance by eliminating 
the fines, and reducing compaction and        
     embedment associated with stone. 

Click and Lock 
Riser Technology

Watertight 
Gasket to Gasket 
Connection

IM-540
IM-1060
IM-1530

Lightweight 
Durable 
Watertight
The strength and versatility of 
Infiltrator’s IM-Series Septic 
Tanks enable a wide-range 
of installation possibilities 
including shallow installations 
and multiple and serial tank 
configurations. 

CALL FOR INFORMATION AND A DISTRIBUTOR NEAR YOU! 

Matt Johnson, Area Sales Representative • (616) 401-3396
mjohnson@infiltratorwater.com • www.infiltratorwater.com
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(continued on page 6)

69TH MICHIGAN  
ON-SITE WASTEWATER DISPOSAL CONFERENCE

Please mark your calendar for January 14-16, 2020 (Tuesday – Thursday) for the 69th 
Michigan On-Site Wastewater Disposal Conference.  The conference will be held once 
again at the Kellogg Center in East Lansing, MI.  The 2019 conference brought in a good 
crowd of onsite professionals and was quite successful.  The annual conference is a great 
time to learn more about our industry.  You have the opportunity to rub shoulders with 
suppliers, regulators, colleagues, competitors, friends, and educators.  Furthermore, this 
GREAT educational opportunity is offered at a time of year most onsite professionals are 
not as busy.  

Arrangements are being made for Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) accreditation of the conference sessions to count toward continuing education 
credit hours required for MDEQ licensed septage haulers.  
 
Vendor Booths are planning to be open Tuesday afternoon and through most the day 
Wednesday.  Please contact Dan Milan, onsite wastewater vice-chair and vendor 

coordinator at 800-756-4526, if you are interested in a booth this year.

Some of the topics discussed at the previous planning meetings for possible inclusion in the 2020 conference are:
• Keynote (Topic TBA)
• Portable Restroom Panel Discussion
• MDEQ Question & Answer Session
• MDEQ Onsite Wastewater Program Sessions
• Michigan Truck Safety Session
• Michigan Truck Safety Simulator
• MIOSHA SET Confined Space/Excavation Safety
• Putting Onsite Systems on Bedrock
• Innovative Septic System Accessories
• Finding Human Waste in Wastewater Systems
• Ask the Pumper
• Integrity of the Industry
• Pumper Stories
• The Septage Industry in Indiana
• Installers Workshop
• Washington Onsite Sewage Association
• CDL Documents Requirements/Monitoring
• Troubleshooting Control Panels
• Alternative Sewer Collection
• Fenner Nature Center Field Trip
• Vendor Product Showcase Session
• Soils / Textures Workshop
• High Risk Erosion Areas and Septic Systems
• Flooding and How Pumpers/Health Departments deal with it
• Statewide Sanitary Code Session
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What’s new on the MSTA Website
www.msta.org

We hope that you like the new MSTA Website!  Below is some information on the Resource Section of 
the website:

(continued from page 5)

Round Table Discussions (including):
 1. Portable Restroom Discussion
 2. Health Care Reform Update
 3. Understanding Your Credit Card Processing Statement and What You Are Paying
 4. Pumper Stories
 5. Processing Liquid Waste in the City & the Country
 6. Proper Techniques for Solvent Welding Plastic Joints
 7. Many more TBA

The next wastewater conference planning meeting is scheduled after the fall newsletter goes to print. Please contact one of the 
MSTA planning committee members with suggestions of what you would like to see at the 2020 conference. Members include: Jason 
Spangle (Esch Septic Service, LLC at 989-848-2391) Ralph Bailey (American Rentals at 517-719-6412) and Mark N. Scott (Scott’s 
Excavating at 989-275-5011).

It is the intent of these annual wastewater conferences, organized as a joint venture by the Michigan Onsite Wastewater Recycling 
Association (MOWRA), the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) with the Michigan Environmental Health 
Association (MEHA), the Michigan Septic Tank Association (MSTA), and Michigan State University (MSU), to educate people 
involved in the onsite wastewater field. 

So, if you want an educated approach to competing in your industry this is an excellent opportunity for you and your employees. 
There will be more on the conference in the winter newsletter. Hope to see each of you there!

Article submitted by: Mark N. Scott (Member - Michigan Wastewater Conference Planning Committee)

Karlyn Wickham
MSTA Executive Officer

What’s new on the MSTA Website 
www.msta.org 

 
We hope that you like the new MSTA Website!  Below is some information on the Resource Section of 
the website: 

Septic Postcards 
 
The following postcards can be used FREE of CHARGE to promote proper septic system 
maintenance: 
 
Think at the Sink Postcard 
 
Don't Overload the Commode Postcard 
 
Don't Strain Your Drain Postcard 
 
Keep it Clean Postcard 
 
Protect it and Inspect it Postcard 
 
Pump Your Tank Postcard 
 
Shield Your Field Postcard 
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MSTA Annual Raffle
Tickets On Sale Now

We are happy to be hosting the 7th Annual Raffle at the MSTA Banquet during the 2020 Onsite Wastewater Conference in January. 
Below is a list of prizes you could win:

Get the BEST in 
portable sanitation.

HOLDING 
TANK

GLACIER II

SUMMIT

231.830.8099  866.293.1502  fivepeaks.net

Bio-Tab®!

ADD TO
YOUR PROFITS

WITH...

Are you walking away
from bigger profits?

www.centurychemical.com

28790 County Road 20 W.   Elkhart, IN 46517

574-293-9521   800-348-3505

What is Bio-Tab®?
Bio-Tab® is a highly concentrated tablet of bacteria (both aerobic and anaerobic)    

and enzymes that acts as a biological activator for septic tanks. In short, 
Bio-Tab® helps septic systems work like they were intended.

Unlike most competitor’s dusty powders or messy liquids, Bio-Tab® is in a convenient 
tablet form. Easy to use and easy to store, Bio-Tab® is a highly concentrated, 

commercial product - one jar contains a year’s supply. It is a safe, non-toxic, non-
corrosive and non-poisonous product that will not harm plumbing or septic systems.

**Our product is not intended to eliminate septic pumping - it is intended to 
compliment and reinforce a regular maintenance schedule, and help keep you in 

touch with your customers on an annual basis.**

MSTA Annual Raffle 
Tickets On Sale Now 

We are happy to be hosting the 7th Annual Raffle at the MSTA Banquet during the 2020 Onsite 
Wastewater Conference in January. Below is a list of prizes you could win: 

1st: Ruger GoWild 450 Bushmaster or $750 Cash 
2nd: SigSaver 365 9mm Pistol or $450 Cash 
3rd: Winchester XPR 270 or $400 Cash 
4th: TriStar O/U 12 Gauge Setter or $400 Cash 
5th: Winchester SXP 12 Gauge 3 1/2 Camopump or $300 Cash 
6th: Traditions Pursuit Muzzleloader 50 cal or $200 Cash 
7th: Savage B-Mag 17 WSM or $175 Cash 
8th: Ruger LCPII 380 Pistol (black) or $150 Cash 
 

Thank you to KERKSTRA PORTABLE RESTROOM SERVICES for sponsoring the raffle tickets! 

Tickets are 3 for $25 and you do not have to be present to win. They would make a good present for 
the deer hunters on your Christmas list or just for yourself!  Contact Chris Sloan if you want to 
purchase tickets. Call Chris at 989-845-6280 right away as the tickets will go quickly. If there are any 
left, they will be available for purchase at the conference.  

Sincerely, 

MSTA Raffle Committee 

 

 

 

 

2019 Raffle Ticket Sponsor: 

KERKSTRA PORTABLE 
RESTROOM SERVICES 

Thank you to KERKSTRA PORTABLE RESTROOM SERVICES for sponsoring the raffle tickets!

Tickets are 3 for $25 and you do not have to be present to win. They would make a good present for the deer hunters on your 
Christmas list or just for yourself!  Contact Chris Sloan if you want to purchase tickets. Call Chris at 989-845-6280 right away as the 
tickets will go quickly. If there are any left, they will be available for purchase at the conference. 

Sincerely,

MSTA Raffle Committee
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Insurance Since 1915

Knowledgeable. Committed. Trusted.

General Agency Company understands the need 
for timely service and sensitivity to local concerns.

That’s why EMC Insurance Companies offers the Michigan 
Septic Tank Association (MSTA) Insurance Program to our 

customers through the General Agency Company.

Group insurance coverage endorsed by:

General Agency Company  •  525 East Broadway Street  •  Mount Pleasant, MI 48858
Phone: 800-589-6982  •  989-773-6981  •  Fax: 989-772-1855

Property  •  General Liability  •  Workers’ Compensation 
Commercial Auto  •  Inland Marine  •  Life  •  Health Benefits

Mick P. Natzel Jr.  •  989-817-4257  •  mpnatzel@ga-ins.com
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(continued on page 13)

Legislative Report for MSTA
Judy Augenstein, Legislative Consultant

MSTA May 2019
DGov. Gretchen Whitmer continues to say she will not sign any Fiscal Year (FY) 
2020 spending plan that doesn’t include a road-funding piece, a response to House 
and Senate Republicans ranking road funding third on their 2019 session priority 
list behind auto-insurance reform and the budget.

Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey (R-Clarklake) has stated that the 
road funding issue and the budget process are separate, as far as the Senate 
Republicans are concerned. Governor Whitmer said holding out for additional 
road funding will mean “It’ll be a long summer.”

“People need to prepare to work here and stay here until the job is done because 
that budget is absolutely interlinked,” Whitmer said. “Our ability to fund our 

education system, to clean up drinking water is linked with our ability to rebuild roads in this state. So, I’m not 
signing anything until it’s all done together.”

“I am serious about it. The people of the state elected me because I believe they want me to fix the damn roads. They 
want honesty in budgeting. They want real solutions, not half measures and shell games and that’s exactly what I put 
on the table.”

An answer doesn’t have to be a 45-cent-a-gallon gas tax, she stated. If their alternative gets the state $2.5 billion in 
additional funding on a yearly basis for the next 10 years, “I’m all ears. But until then, let’s get serious about talking 
about my budget and getting it passed to fix these problems.” 

The scenario Whitmer is trying to head off is the Republicans sending her an FY 2020 spending plan with possibly 
some additional road-funding dollars, but nothing close to $2.5 billion. Under the 2015 road-funding plan, the state is 
required to put in $325 million in additional income tax money into the roads.

Speaker of the House Lee Chatfield (R-Levering) has noted, “We’d all be a lot further down the road on this issue if 
the Governor had delivered a workable plan, or at least a realistic starting point. Unfortunately, that didn’t happen. As 
it is, conversations are continuing now.”

Chatfield commented, “We are currently spending a record amount on roads and are serious about further investing 
the right amount to fix the problem. But if that doesn’t qualify as a fix, I could put her gas tax hike on the board and 
watch it fail.”

---------------------------------

Did you know that during this last campaign cycle 8 Senate races cost $2 million and 8 House races cost $1 
million????????

Spending in Michigan legislative races in 2018 hit record high levels, continuing the gradual upward slope of more 
money being sunk into control for the House and the Senate, according to a new analysis by the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Network. In the 38 Senate races open last year, eight races in which the total combined spending was $2 
million or more.  In the 110 House races, eight races drew more than $1 million. 

Overall, $27.6 million was spent on all House races, more than $27 million in 2016, $25.4 million in 2014 and $24.3 
million in 2012.  Some $20 million was spent for Senate seats this last cycle.  The House Republican Campaign 
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Thinking about selling 
your business?

We have buyers...
Now is the time to consider selling

•  Bank financing is very affordable
•  More buyers in the market than sellers
•  Business valuations are high
•  Historically low seller capital gains

www.goldencircleadvisors.com

Traverse CiTy
Curtis D. Kuttnauer (231) 922-9380

curtis@teamgca.com

PlymouTh
Fred G. Manuel (734) 320-6667

fred@teamgca.com
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Toll Free:  888-999-3290 
E-Mail: sales@gag-simtech.com 
Website: www.simtechfilter.com 
1455 Lexamar Drive, Boyne City, MI 49712 

Quality Wastewater Solutions 

Pressure Filters Gravity Filters Orifice Shields 

Safety Nets Risers Riser Covers 

Sludge Samplers Pipe Stands  
 

Float Tree 
Brackets 

& 
Float 

Holders 
& More  ……….. 
 
Sim/Tech Filter offers quality products  
to make onsite wastewater systems
better from installation to maintenance! 
 
Visit our website for more information and to see  
video demonstrations.  www.simtechfilter.com 

A Michigan Manufacturer 
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(continued on page 14)

Committee’s top donors over 2017 - 2018 were members of West Michigan’s DeVos family, who gave $440,000, 
members of the Kennedy family, who gave $160,000 and members of the Secchia family, who gave $120,000.  The 
House Democratic Fund received $135,000 from the Democratic State Central Committee, the United auto workers 
Michigan Voluntary PAC $80,000 and the Michigan Education Association PAC $80,000.  Campaigns in Michigan 
have increasingly become more expensive each cycle due primarily to the “term limit law” requiring candidates to 
constantly be campaigning.

MSTA June 2019

Michigan voters are equally concerned about no-fault auto insurance reform and fixing the roads, according to a 
new commissioned survey.

“The GOP is correct in tie-barring auto insurance and roads,” said Ed Sarpolus of Target Insyght, who conducted the 
poll. “They are the top two issues at 23% each.

Asked “What issues should state senators and state representatives in Lansing focus on as their number one priority 
this year? Voters responded: Both. 

Here’s how the issues lined up:

- Infrastructure, roads and bridges -- 23%

- Auto insurance reform -- 23%

- Education -- 14%

- Healthcare -- 10%

- Taxes and government spending -- 9%

- Economy and jobs -- 5%

- Undecided -- 14%

On a statewide basis, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has a total job approval rating of 51% -- (15% excellent, 36% good). 
Some 15% rate the job Whitmer is doing as “just fair” while 18% describe her handling of the job so far as “poor.” A 
total of 17% were undecided. 

While feeling positive overall about the job the governor is doing, only 39% of likely state voters feel President 
Donald Trump is handling his job well. 

Of that, 29% think Trump is doing an excellent job, 10% feel he is doing a good job; 8% just fair, 48% believe he is 
doing a poor job and 5% have no opinion. 

Not surprisingly, party identification clearly impacted how voters view Whitmer and Trump. 

A total of 66% of Republicans ranked Trump’s job performance as “excellent” while only 3% felt Whitmer was doing 
an “excellent” job. 

For Whitmer, 26% of Democrats said she was doing an “excellent” job and 59 percent said she was doing a “good 
job.” On Trump, only 2% of Democrats said he was doing an excellent job, and 2% said he was doing a good job.

(continued from page 10)
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Rep. James Lower, R-Greenville has announced he will challenge U.S. Rep. Justin Amash in the 3rd Congressional 
District Republican primary.  Amash has “tweeted” that President Donald Trump had committed “impeachment 
offenses.”  Rep. Lower says he has been organizing his campaign for the past two months and planned to announce 
around July 4, but moved up his timetable after Congressman Amash tweeted that Attorney General Barr deliberately 
misrepresented the Mueller report on the Trump investigation into Russian collusion. 

Rep. Lower says he needs at least $1 million to beat Amash and believes he can raise that amount and more.  Rep. 
Lower held a fundraiser event recently in Lansing which MSTA did not participate.  Those participating in the 
Lansing event surely felt they were doing so to assist with his re-election to the State House.  He has appeared to lose 
interest in working on legislation to create a Statewide Sanitary Code bill and now I think we know why.  I am trying 
to identify which legislator the Office of the Governor is trying to identify as a possible sponsor and will be meeting 
with Governor Whitmer’s environmental policy adviser this week. 

MSTA July 2019

Governor Gretchen Whitmer has accused legislative Republicans of not having presented responsible alternatives 
to her proposed budget and long-term road funding plans urging lawmakers to return to Lansing to begin serious 
negotiations on both topics and not just be in session 3 minutes, or one minute or even 30 seconds a day as the Senate 
did recently.

Governor Whitmer contends she is the only one who has put forward comprehensive plans forward to address the 
budget and repairing the state’s crumbling infrastructure.  She said the Republican-controlled Legislature should 
introduce credible alternatives to allow for serious negotiations to begin; and also return from their summer recess 
for more than a few minutes a day just to prevent the Governor from calling them to Lansing for a special session to 
address the road and budget issue. Ms. Whitmer went on to call many of the proposals being suggested by legislative 
Republicans as phony ones, specifically calling a House Republican proposal to look at the possibility of seeking 
proposals for selling state assets such as bridges a “joke.”  “Selling bridges is a joke and it’s a dangerous joke because 
it’s a dangerous situation that we’re confronting,” Ms. Whitmer said. “Selling the Blue Water Bridge is insulting and 
its baloney.”

No commitment has yet been made by House or Senate Democrats, on the governor’s proposed 45-cent per gallon 
fuel tax increase to generate $2.5 billion annually she says is needed to fund road repairs, a proposal that has been 
dead on arrival with majority Republicans in both chambers.  Governor Whitmer also said those in other professions 
do not leave for vacation before their work is done, so lawmakers should not do so either.  

Gideon D’Assandro, spokesperson for House Speaker Lee Chatfield (R-Levering), disputed the Governor’s remarks, 
saying the House has put forward a responsible budget proposal that provides more funding for top priorities 
including roads and education.  The Speaker’s spokesperson said appropriations members are reviewing the budgets 
to reconcile differences and will engage with the Governor once that work is concluded.

House Republicans moved legislation that assumes a dedicated transportation fuel tax would eventually replace the 
6 percent sales tax currently collected on fuel purchases. The plan assumes this total to be $542.5 million. Concerns 
from Democrats opposed to such a move are that it would lead to a significant hit to schools and local governments.

House Speaker Lee Chatfield (R-Levering) has said for months that all fuel tax funds should go toward roads. He 
called taking the sales tax out of what is charged at the pump and replacing it with a revenue-neutral gas tax would be 
a responsible first step in providing additional road funding.

(continued from page 13)

(continued on page 16)
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$75,545
$1,125.09 OAC/mo

INTRODUCING:

$65,328
$972.93 OAC/mo

GAS ENGINE, MASPORT HXL4 160CFM PUMP

Also available with diesel engine:  
$73,791 | Also available on a Ram

CUMMINS ENGINE
NVE607-FAN-COOLED 380 CFM PUMP
Also available with 2019 Freightliner M2-106 body:
$110,900

GAS ENGINE, MASPORT HXL4 160CFM PUMP

Also available with diesel engine:  
$82,998 | Also available on a Ford

350HP CUMMINS ENGINE
NVE607 FAN-COOLED 380 CFM PUMP
Also available with 2019 Freightliner M2 106 body:
$128,641

2019 FORD F550 V-10 4X2

2020 INTERNATIONAL MV 607

2018 RAM 5500 HEMI 4X2

2020 INTERNATIONAL HV 607

980-GALLON STEEL TANK

2500-GALLON ALUMINUM TANK

1300-GALLON ALUMINUM TANK

4000-GALLON ALUMINUM TANK

Imperial Industries, proudly family-owned and operated in central Wisconsin for more than 35 years, is the trusted choice for specialized septic solutions and expert service.

ORDER YOURS TODAY BY CALLING  
1-800-558-2945 OR VISITING IMPERIALIND.COM.

THE IMPERIAL BASELINE SERIES

$124,878 
lease for as low as  
$1,778 OAC/mo

$100,766
lease for as low as  
$1,199 OAC/mo

NEW YEAR.
      NEW METAL. MEANS 
TIME FOR 

WHY IMPERIAL?
• Best service after the sale
• Top quality
• You’re not a customer, you’re a partner, because our name is on the truck too
• Over 150,000 tanks built
• 22 engineers and designers on staff for all your tank needs
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(continued from page 14)

Amber McCann, spokesperson for Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey (R-Clarklake), said all ideas are on the table 
for consideration for road funding. “Senators are continuing to work on a roads plan,” Ms. McCann said. Sources said 
among the ideas being studied at Mr. Shirkey’s request include potentially delaying the state’s repayment of its long-
term debt or securitizing the state’s pension funds.

Another possibility being considered, according to sources, is tying a debt repayment delay to some level of increase 
in the fuel tax, but far short of Ms. Whitmer’s fuel tax proposal. House Republicans are at this point cool to the idea 
of any fuel tax increase.

Delaying the repayment of the state’s long-term debt that currently would be paid off in 2038 would provide about $1 
billion every fiscal year for as long as the road funding proposal would last. Securitizing the state’s five pension plans 
would reportedly be more difficult. The plans had a combined net value of $72.4 billion.

Democrats have unveiled a road plan which they said were ideas to add to the ongoing discussions over additional 
funding needed to repair crumbling infrastructure.  House Democrats are proposing a $1.2 billion plan that would 
raise the corporate income tax by 2.5 percentage points to 8.5 percent, implement a flow-through parity tax of 4.25 
percent and repeal the pension tax. Included in the plan is 6-cents per mile traveled charge for heavy trucks of 26,000 
pounds or more and to create a bridge roll program for trucks, similar to one in place in Rhode Island.

The plan would also create a Fixing Michigan Roads Fund for placement of additional Corporate Income Tax and 
vehicle miles traveled revenue from heavy trucks.  Ms. Whitmer said the House Democrats’ ideas could be workable 
within a framework of a final roads plan.

The Legislature has scheduled short work days throughout July and August. 

MSTA August 2019

Governor Gretchen Whitmer continues to press for action on road funding as the linchpin to her proposed 2019-20 
budget, but the Republican led legislature has moved forward without a road plan included in their budget plan.  The 
Governor has all but promised to veto legislative budget proposals that do not include a specific road funding plan.  
The Senate has chosen to accelerate the phase in of the 2015 road funding package by dedicating a full $600 million 
in general fund revenue to roads a year early, compared to the original target of dedicating $325 million in general 
fund revenue to roads in the 2020 budget.

Rep. Abdullah, D-Dearborn,  co-sponsor of the two bill proposal to create a Statewide Sanitary code last session 
will become the primary sponsor of a new effort this session.  The proposal died during the “lame duck” session 
last year for various reasons including unknown costs to health departments.  Rep. Hammoud and his chief of staff, 
Joe Sullivan would like MSTA to be actively engaged in the effort.  Ken Goike worked with Joe Sullivan when he 
was staff to former Rep. Julie Plawecki who passed away while hiking with her daughter out west.  Fortunately, for 
MSTA, Ken had schooled Rep. Plawecki and her staff on important points to be included in a Statewide Sanitary 
Code so through Ken, MSTA has instant credibility with Rep. Hammoud.  Ken has agreed to attend necessary work 
group meetings and I am confident Ralph Bailey will be willing to do the same. 

I shared with Kara Cook, Environmental Policy Director to Governor Whitmer and Jeremy Hoeh, DEQ my 
conversations with staff to Rep. Hammoud as the last time I spoke to them they were still searching for a sponsor.

I attended a fundraiser event on Wednesday, July 17 for Rep. Hammoud on behalf of MSTA and shared with him our 
desire to assist in his effort to address a Statewide Sanitary Code.
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MSTA points of interest for a Statewide Sanitary Code include, but not limited to:

1)   Inspection and pump out at point of sale.

2)   Consistent rules and regulations for health departments.

3)    Clear definition of failure.

4)    Standards for registered inspectors needs to be clearly state in law.

5)    Technical Advisory committee “must” include a licensed hauler or installer.

6)    Clearly state how the state is going to monitor inspections.

7)    Clear penalties for noncompliance of inspections.

Judy Augenstein
716 E. Scott St
Grandledge, MI  48837
Phone 517-242-2186
Fax 517-627-2186
JaugensteinGee@juno.com
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Puns for Educated Minds

1.  The fattest knight at King Arthur’s round table was Sir 
Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.

2.  I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it 
turned out to be an optical Aleutian

3.  She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still.

4.  A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class, 
because it was a weapon of math disruption.

5.  No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be 
stationery.

6.  A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited 
for littering.

7.  A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result 
in Linoleum Blownapart.

8. Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.

9.  A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The 
police are looking into it.

10.  Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

11.  Atheism is a non-prophet organization.

12.  Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One 
hat said to the other: ‘You stay here; I’ll go on a head.’

13.  I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it 
hit me.

14.  A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said: ‘Keep off 
the Grass.’

15.  The midget fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a 
small medium at large.

16.  The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray 
is now a seasoned veteran.

17.  A backward poet writes inverse.

18.  In a democracy it’s your vote that counts. In feudalism 
it’s your count that votes.

19.  When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of 
religion.

20.  If you jumped off the bridge in Paris , you’d be in Seine .

21.  A vulture boards an airplane, carrying two dead 
raccoons. The stewardess looks at him and says, ‘I’m 
sorry, sir, only one carrion allowed per passenger.’

22.  Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the 
other and says ‘Dam!’

23.  Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit 
a fire in the craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once 
again that you can’t have your kayak and heat it too.

24.  Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, ‘I’ve lost my 
electron.’ The other says ‘Are you sure?’ The first replies, 
‘Yes, I’m positive.’

25.  Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain 
during a root canal. His goal: transcend dental 
medication. 

26.  There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with 
the hope that at least one of the puns would make them 
laugh.  No pun in ten did.
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1104 Robinson Street  
Roscommon, MI 48653 
www.msta.biz 

MSTA PAC Update
We are continuing to fight for legislative issues 
that benefit MSTA members. Your donation 
to the PAC Fund will help tremendously in 
these efforts! If you would like to donate, 
a “personal check” (not a company check) 
should be made out to: MSTA PAC Fund.

Please mail your “personal check” to:
MSTA

1181 LaCosta Drive, DeWitt, MI 48820

1181 LaCosta Drive
DeWitt, MI 48820
www.msta.biz


